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Hurtwood House: Ethos and Aims
Mission statement:

We strive to create a structured, safe environment, which is focussed on the needs of today’s Sixth Form student, is less formal and institutional than traditional independent schools but characterised by high expectations of academic performance and personal growth.  
School Ethos:
Students are encouraged to develop independence in their learning, supported by a system of weekly monitoring, grading and feedback.  We believe in providing a broad education in which A level teaching is carried out by specialist teachers, an exciting enrichment programme is offered as part of the weekly timetable and a wide range of extra-curricular activities is provided for those who wish to take advantage.  We encourage our students to make choices for themselves, to respond positively to challenge and to find the right balance between work and leisure time.  A culture of creativity, originality and professionalism permeates the school, reinforced through the curriculum and our extra-curricular programme;  this is a community of young people who know what they want to achieve and who are working with confidence and enthusiasm towards their ambitions.

School aims:

· To provide a caring, safe environment for students and staff which is personal rather than institutional

· To foster academic and personal development through a focus on a few key rules, a structured daily routine and close weekly monitoring

· To provide a balanced curriculum which values academic, creative and practical knowledge and skills equally

· To encourage each student to reach their potential through small, mixed ability classes, an awareness of individual learning needs and an emphasis on study skills and support

· To develop independence, self-discipline and good behaviour by guiding students to take responsibility for their own learning and development in and out of school time.

· To develop students’ confidence and their ability to make sound moral judgments by integrating them in our community, providing a rich mixture of extra-curricular activities and fostering pride in themselves and their school
· To encourage a sense of community through trust, respect and integration of all races, cultures, religions, abilities, gender and status.
